
 
   

	
  
 

       University of California, Davis ● 279 Cousteau Place, Suite 100 ● Davis, CA 95618 ● Phone (530) 757-5777 ● Fax (530) 757-5717 ● www.cps.ucdavis.edu 
 

	
  
	
  
Contact:	
  
CPS:	
  Bonnie	
  Fernandez-­‐Fenaroli,	
  tel.	
  (530)	
  757-­‐5777,	
  bfernandez@cps.ucdavis.edu	
  
Wegmans:	
  Jo	
  Natale,	
  tel.	
  (585)-­‐429-­‐3627,	
  jo.natale@wegmans.com	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

CPS	
  Welcomes	
  $250,000	
  Gift	
  From	
  Wegman	
  Family	
  Charitable	
  Foundation	
  	
  
	
  
Orlando,	
  Fla.	
  USA,	
  June	
  28,	
  2011	
  –	
  Wegman	
  Family	
  Charitable	
  Foundation	
  representatives	
  
presented	
  a	
  gift	
  of	
  $250,000	
  to	
  Center	
  for	
  Produce	
  Safety	
  officers	
  today,	
  during	
  opening	
  
ceremonies	
  for	
  CPS’s	
  second	
  annual	
  Produce	
  Research	
  Symposium	
  in	
  Orlando,	
  Fla.	
  The	
  gift	
  is	
  
the	
  first	
  made	
  from	
  the	
  retail	
  sector	
  since	
  CPS	
  was	
  founded	
  in	
  2007.	
  	
  
	
  
Danny	
  Wegman,	
  chairman	
  of	
  the	
  board	
  of	
  the	
  foundation	
  and	
  chief	
  executive	
  officer	
  of	
  the	
  
family-­‐owned	
  regional	
  supermarket	
  chain	
  Wegmans	
  Food	
  Markets,	
  cited	
  several	
  key	
  influences	
  
in	
  the	
  family	
  foundation’s	
  decision	
  to	
  support	
  CPS’s	
  work.	
  They	
  include	
  his	
  recent	
  service	
  as	
  
chair	
  of	
  Food	
  Marketing	
  Institute’s	
  Food	
  Safety	
  Task	
  Force	
  and	
  his	
  recognition	
  of	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  
strengthen	
  consumer	
  confidence	
  in	
  the	
  safety	
  of	
  fresh	
  produce.	
  	
  
	
  
“We	
  are	
  very	
  enthusiastic	
  about	
  CPS’s	
  approach	
  to	
  creating	
  a	
  better	
  understanding	
  of	
  fresh	
  
produce’s	
  food	
  safety	
  challenges,	
  from	
  fast	
  tracking	
  food	
  safety	
  research,	
  to	
  getting	
  those	
  
results	
  in	
  the	
  hands	
  of	
  the	
  diverse	
  community	
  that	
  affects	
  produce	
  safety,”	
  said	
  Wegman.	
  
Admitting	
  he	
  hoped	
  to	
  spur	
  some	
  healthy	
  competitive	
  giving,	
  he	
  added,	
  “Frankly,	
  we	
  hope	
  our	
  
gift	
  will	
  prompt	
  others	
  to	
  support	
  CPS’s	
  very	
  important	
  efforts.”	
  
	
  
The	
  foundation’s	
  gift	
  will	
  support	
  CPS’s	
  competitive	
  research	
  grant	
  programs,	
  according	
  to	
  
Bonnie	
  Fernandez-­‐Fenaroli,	
  the	
  center’s	
  executive	
  director.	
  The	
  center	
  funds	
  produce-­‐general	
  
and	
  commodity-­‐specific	
  research	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  fresh	
  produce	
  industry’s	
  food	
  safety	
  research	
  
needs.	
  To	
  date,	
  CPS	
  has	
  provided	
  $6.8	
  million	
  to	
  fund	
  43	
  research	
  projects,	
  with	
  the	
  help	
  of	
  its	
  
public-­‐	
  and	
  private-­‐sector	
  research	
  partners.	
  	
  Another	
  $3	
  million	
  in	
  funds	
  will	
  be	
  awarded	
  later	
  
this	
  summer,	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  CPS’s	
  spring	
  2011	
  request	
  for	
  proposals.	
  
	
  
“We	
  are	
  honored	
  that	
  the	
  Wegman	
  family	
  has	
  this	
  confidence	
  in	
  our	
  programs,	
  and	
  we	
  
commend	
  them	
  for	
  their	
  leadership	
  in	
  encouraging	
  other	
  retailers	
  to	
  join	
  the	
  effort	
  to	
  bring	
  the	
  
most	
  current	
  produce	
  safety	
  science	
  into	
  use,”	
  said	
  Fernandez-­‐Fenaroli.	
  “It	
  takes	
  innovative	
  
collaborations	
  like	
  this	
  to	
  engage	
  the	
  entire	
  produce	
  supply	
  chain	
  to	
  invest	
  in	
  food	
  safety.”	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
The	
  Wegman	
  Family	
  Charitable	
  Foundation's	
  gift	
  of	
  $250,000	
  marked	
  the	
  first	
  gift	
  to	
  CPS	
  from	
  the	
  retail	
  
sector.	
  Pictured	
  (left	
  to	
  right):	
   Bill	
  Pool,	
  Wegmans	
  Food	
  Markets'	
  project	
  manager	
  of	
  produce	
  food	
  
safety,	
  past	
  CPS	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  member	
  and	
  current	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  CPS	
  Technical	
  Committee;	
  Dave	
  
Corsi,	
  Wegmans	
  Food	
  Markets'	
  vice	
  president	
  of	
  produce	
  and	
  floral	
  operations;	
   Mary	
  Ellen	
  Burris,	
  
Wegmans	
  Food	
  Markets'	
  senior	
  vice	
  president	
  of	
  consumer	
  affairs	
  and	
  CPS	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  member;	
  
Bonnie	
  Fernandez-­‐Fenaroli,	
  CPS	
  executive	
  director;	
  Steve	
  Patricio,	
  CPS	
  incoming	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  chair	
  and	
  
president	
  of	
  Westside	
  Produce	
  and	
  Tim	
  York,	
  CPS	
  outgoing	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  chair	
  and	
  president	
  of	
  Markon	
  
Cooperative.	
  
	
  
Editor’s	
  note:	
  Photos	
  of	
  Danny	
  Wegman	
  can	
  be	
  downloaded	
  from	
  the	
  Wegmans.com	
  Media	
  Room	
  at	
  
www.wegmans.com.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
About	
  CPS	
  
The	
  Center	
  for	
  Produce	
  Safety	
  is	
  focused	
  exclusively	
  on	
  providing	
  the	
  produce	
  industry	
  and	
  
government	
  with	
  open	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  actionable	
  information	
  needed	
  to	
  continually	
  enhance	
  the	
  
safety	
  of	
  produce.	
  	
  Established	
  by	
  public	
  and	
  private	
  partnership	
  at	
  University	
  of	
  California,	
  
Davis,	
  CPS	
  funds	
  original	
  research;	
  has	
  created	
  a	
  searchable	
  database	
  of	
  global	
  produce	
  safety	
  
research;	
  and	
  is	
  developing	
  industry	
  training	
  and	
  outreach	
  programs.	
  	
  Initial	
  funding	
  for	
  CPS	
  
was	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Food	
  and	
  Agriculture,	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  California,	
  
Produce	
  Marketing	
  Association	
  and	
  Taylor	
  Farms.	
  For	
  more	
  information,	
  visit	
  
http://cps.ucdavis.edu.	
  
	
  
About	
  Wegman	
  Family	
  Charitable	
  Foundation	
  	
  
The	
  Wegman	
  Family	
  Charitable	
  Foundation	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  large	
  charity	
  headquartered	
  in	
  Rochester,	
  
N.Y.,	
  was	
  created	
  by	
  Robert	
  Wegman	
  in	
  1991	
  and	
  is	
  funded	
  by	
  assets	
  from	
  his	
  estate.	
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